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MADISON TO RALLY ON OCTOBER 7 FOR  

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION TO DEFEND PUBLIC EDUCATION 
 
Madison, WI (October 5, 2010) - On Thursday October 7 students, faculty, staff and concerned community 
members will rally to protest budget cuts, rising student debt and other threats to public education as part of a 
National Day of Action to Defend Public Education. The rally will be held on Library Mall, in the heart of the 
UW-Madison campus, from 12:30-1:30pm, and will be one of over 30 actions being held across the country. 
The following speakers will appear at the rally: 
 
 Ben Manski, Coordinator, Democratizing Education Network  
 Mike Bell, UW-Madison faculty member (Sociology) 
 Thomas J. Mertz, Board Member, Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools 
 Mindy Preston, UW-Madison undergraduate student (Computer Sciences; Classical Humanities) 
 Kevin Gibbons, UW-Madison graduate student (Environmental Studies); Co-President of the Teaching 

Assistants' Association 
 Elizabeth Wrigley-Field, UW-Madison graduate student (Sociology); member of the International 

Socialist Organization 
 Mark Thomas, Steward, AFSCME Local #171 
 
Rally organizers call for making public education a top funding priority in Wisconsin, so that every child has 
access to a high-quality public education from kindergarten through college. Since an educated population 
spurs the economy and benefits all state residents, they also call for reforming the tax system so that everyone 
pays their fair share, including the wealthy and large corporations operating in Wisconsin. Increasing access to 
higher education for underrepresented groups and ensuring fair and competitive pay for academic workers are 
also top priorities. 
 
"Educating our children is so important," says Gina Spitz, a graduate student in Sociology. "Unfortunately, we 
fund neighborhood schools in a way that leaves many students, especially minorities and those in poorer areas, 
out in the cold. We need to fix this, both because it is the fair thing to do, and because without an educated 
population our economy and democracy both suffer." 
 
Bill Tracy, chair of the UW-Madison Agronomy department, believes that higher education is also facing a 
funding crisis. "Did you know that UW-Madison, our great 'public' university, now only gets about 19% of its 
funding from the state of Wisconsin?" he asks. "And what is worse is that the share of the state budget going 
to higher education keeps dropping while the share going to prisons keeps rising. Really, what does that say 
about our priorities?"  
 
Ben Ratliffe, a graduate of the university, agrees. "One special thing about UW-Madison is the Wisconsin 
Idea, which is that the boundaries of the university are the boundaries of the state. It's a commitment to serve 
the people of Wisconsin, but right now we just don't have the money to do this well. We need to fully fund the 
university so that the Wisconsin Idea can become Wisconsin's reality."  
 
For information on other Day of Action events happening across the country, see: 
http://www.defendeducation.org/?page_id=1073 
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