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The Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools (WAES) is a statewide, independent, 
membership-based organization of educators, school board members, students, parents, 
community leaders, researchers, citizens, and community activists whose lone goal is the 
comprehensive reform of Wisconsin's school-funding system. If you would like more 
information about the organization -- or on becoming part of WAES -- contact Tom 
Beebe at 920-650-0525 or tbeebe@excellentschools.org. 

******* 
Now is the time to sign up for funding reform discussion 
 
The school year is just beginning and the furthest thing from most people's minds -- at 
least for now -- is school-funding reform. You can be assured, however, if will become 
very, very important as we move through the next few months. 
 
Fifteen years ago, the present funding system -- because of its inequities and inadequacies 
-- began to dismantle public education throughout Wisconsin. Today, many school 
districts face a fiscal and educational crisis of increasing class sizes, reduced or 
eliminated programs and services, and cumbersome and divisive referenda. The 2009-11 
budget will only make things worse. 
 
In other words, now is the time to make sure we are ready to keep moving the reform 
effort forward. The best way to do that is sign up for a community school-funding reform 
presentation, offered free of charge by the Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools. You 
can begin the process by going to 
http://www.excellentschools.org/calendar/SchoolFundingWorkshop.htm. When 
communities get educated and become part of the process, legislators take notice and 
things get done. 

http://us.mc827.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tbeebe@wisconsinsfuture.org
http://www.excellentschools.org/calendar/SchoolFundingWorkshop.htm


 
******* 

Madison and Beloit newspapers call for funding reform 
 
It is true that school-funding reform advocates have been talking for years about the 
calamity the present finance system has brought to so many schools. Now, more and 
more folks around Wisconsin are talking about the same thing. It's too bad it took so long 
but, for the sake of our children, it is truly better late than never. 
 
Prompted by Governor Jim Doyle's decision not to run for a third term, the Wisconsin 
State Journal editorialized, Aug. 17, that "school-finance reform should be at the top of 
(the Governor's) to-do list before he leaves office 
(http://www.madison.com/wsj/home/opinion/462411)." The writer hits the nail right on 
the head when he calls reform a "monumental task" that has be largely ignored by those 
under the Dome in Madison. The hope is that now that he doesn't "have to fear the 
political repercussions of reform," the Governor will make good on a promise he has 
repeated many times over the years. 
 
A more unlikely call for reform came, Aug. 20, from the Beloit Daily News 
(http://www.beloitdailynews.com/articles/2009/08/20/opinion/todays_opinion/edit2001.t
xt), a newspaper that hasn't always been kind to public education and the public schools 
in Beloit. The News says that "school finance reform is overdue" as part of a process that 
takes a look at the goals and outcomes of public education. 

******* 
Racine and Stevens Point looking at ways to head off budget cuts 
 
Residents in two of Wisconsin's largest school districts, Stevens Point and Racine, are 
talking about paying higher property taxes to make sure their children have quality 
education and by making up for decreases in state school aid. 
 
According to an Aug. 17 article in the Racine Journal Times, a large group of speakers at 
a district public hearing "favored raising taxes over cutting district staff or programming, 
which they said would harm children's education and subsequently harm the local 
economy and the future (http://www.journaltimes.com/news/local/article_012afa2e-8b9a-
11de-b308-001cc4c03286.html)." Based on the comments and other considerations, the 
school board will meet again soon to finalize the district's budget by the Oct. 30 deadline. 
 
A Nov. 3 date has been selected by the Stevens Point Area School Board to hold a $23.1 
million referendum to exceed revenue limits  
(http://www.stevenspointjournal.com/article/20090825/SPJ0101/908250601/1983). To 
maintain current levels of spending and avoid cuts, the district needs to ask for $8.1 
million in the first year, $9.5 million in the second, and $10.9 in the third year. The 2009-
10 school year is the final year of a $26.4 million referendum.  

http://www.madison.com/wsj/home/opinion/462411
http://www.beloitdailynews.com/articles/2009/08/20/opinion/todays_opinion/edit2001.txt
http://www.beloitdailynews.com/articles/2009/08/20/opinion/todays_opinion/edit2001.txt
http://www.journaltimes.com/news/local/article_012afa2e-8b9a-11de-b308-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.journaltimes.com/news/local/article_012afa2e-8b9a-11de-b308-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.stevenspointjournal.com/article/20090825/SPJ0101/908250601/1983


 
******* 

WCCF fights for, wins changes for Homestead Tax Credit 
 
No one knows better than the members of WAES how property-wealthy/income-poor 
school districts can throw a monkey wrench into a school-funding system based on 
equalization. A formula that recognizes property wealth and income has been the holy 
grail for reformers and technocrats for many years. 
 
Short of that, the best bet for Wisconsin has been the Homestead Tax Credit that provides 
well-targeted property tax relief for taxpayers with income below $24,500 per year. Even 
that has fallen short, however, because it was one of the only significant parts of the state 
tax code not automatically indexed for inflation. Over the years, the real value of the 
credit fell $178 or 26 percent. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families(WCCF at 
http://www.wccf.org) and others, that flaw was fixed in the recently passed 2009-11 
budget. A provision was included that makes sure families' income eligibility to receive 
the credit is linked to inflation. Additionally, this year's budget increased the deduction 
for dependents from $250 to $500 which will lower the amount of taxes owed by 
households with children and other dependents. To learn more about the benefits of the 
Homestead Tax Credit go to 
http://www.wccf.org/pdf/memo_homestead_credit_indexing_paper_707_051109.pdf to 
see WCCF's budget memo to the Joint Finance Committee 
(http://www.legis.state.wi.us/lfb/jfc.html). 

******* 
Four WAES members renew membership ... now it's your turn 
 
WAES does a good job bringing the school-funding reform story to thousands in 
communities all over the state every year. That will be even more important in the future 
... a future that will get even worse for our kids and schools because of cuts in the 
recently passed state budget. Spreading the reform word wouldn't be possible without 
dues-paying members (http://www.excellentschools.org/about/partners.htm). 
 
Since the last e-mail update, four  members have renewed: Beth Moss of Madison; Bruce 
and Kathy MacIntyre of Waukesha; Bev Bradford of Waukesha; and the Wisconsin 
Association of School Councils (http://www.wasc.org/). 
 
WAES is a group effort. We need you to do your part to make sure the coalition can 
continue its work, especially in light of the Legislature's inability or lack of desire to fix 
the school-funding formula. If you want to become a dues-paying member of WAES, 
contact Tom Beebe (contact information below) or go to 
http://www.excellentschools.org/about/join.htm. 

******* 

http://www.wccf.org/
http://www.wccf.org/pdf/memo_homestead_credit_indexing_paper_707_051109.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/lfb/jfc.html
http://www.excellentschools.org/about/partners.htm
http://www.wasc.org/
http://www.excellentschools.org/about/join.htm


 
WASB resolutions for 2010 are due on Sept. 15 
 
One of the groups heavily involved in the school-funding reform effort is the Wisconsin 
Association of School Boards (WASB at http://www.wasb.org). This organization of the 
state's 425 school boards and 2,800 school board members is a partner in the School 
Finance Network (SFN at http://www.snfwisconsin.org). Members of 41 individual 
school boards have approved membership in WAES.  
 
Direction for WASB and its viewpoint in the halls of the Legislature is provided by 
resolutions that the organization considers each year at its annual Delegate Assembly 
which is part of the State Education Convention (Jan. 20-22 in Milwaukee; 
http://www.wasb.org/convention/). According to the association's call for proposals, "it is 
important for each school board member to give some thought to the goals and direction 
of school boards and WASB." 
 
The deadline for submitting board resolutions is Sept. 15, and the "rules" for submitting 
items can be found at http://boeweb.madison.k12.wi.us/files/boe/Appx%20LLL-2-23.pdf. 
WAES encourages all school board members whose boards are affiliated with WAES to 
think of the resolution process in terms of the need for statewide, comprehensive school-
funding reform and to get involved in the process of submitting resolutions for 
consideration by the WASB. 

http://www.wasb.org/
http://www.snfwisconsin.org/
http://www.wasb.org/convention/
http://boeweb.madison.k12.wi.us/files/boe/Appx%20LLL-2-23.pdf


 
******* 

New report compares public, private school expenditures 
 
A new report suggests that spending on education does make a difference ... whether that 
spending is in the public or the private sector. 
 
In a ground-breaking study by the Great Lakes Center for Education Research and 
Practice (http://www.greatlakescenter.org), researchers suggest, among other things, that 
"a ranking of school sectors (public and private) by average spending correlates well with 
a ranking of those sectors by average standardized test scores 
(http://www.greatlakescenter.org/docs/Policy_Briefs/Baker_PvtFinance_EXEC_SUM.pd
f)." 
 
According to a press release on the report 
(http://www.greatlakescenter.org/docs/Policy_Briefs/Baker_PvtFinance.htm), "The 
potentially high-performing parts of the private school sector are the ones that spend 
much more than available voucher subsidies. In fact, they spend much more than public 
schools." 

******* 
Group says it's time to "get real about helping rural schools" 
 
The Rural School and Community Trust (http://www.ruraledu.org) recently identified the 
poorest rural school districts. The group's extensive analysis, it says, proves that "federal 
funding has been systematically reallocated from high-poverty small and medium sized 
districts." 
 
Because of the research, the Trust says it is time for policymakers to "get real about 
helping rural schools (http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2281)." According to the 
research, these rural schools, just like their urban counterparts, face high rates of poverty, 
racism, and deep-rooted economic inequality. The group says "policies and investment 
based on good information and solid understanding could help turn things around." 
 
Toward that end, the Trust suggests Title I formulas be fixed so that rural communities 
and small towns play by the same rules as urban areas in pursuit of funding; rural people 
be brought together to fight for revenue and understand their common concerns; local 
resources be identified; strong and responsive members be elected to school boards; 
research be continued; and accurate information be given to policymakers, media, and 
community groups. 

http://www.greatlakescenter.org/
http://www.greatlakescenter.org/docs/Policy_Briefs/Baker_PvtFinance_EXEC_SUM.pdf
http://www.greatlakescenter.org/docs/Policy_Briefs/Baker_PvtFinance_EXEC_SUM.pdf
http://www.greatlakescenter.org/docs/Policy_Briefs/Baker_PvtFinance.htm
http://www.ruraledu.org/
http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2281


 
******* 

DPI has great glossary of school-funding terms 
 
For many folks, listening to talk about school-funding reform is like studying a foreign 
language. Phrases like "tertiary aid," "primary cost," and "assessment ratio" aren't things 
we talk about on a daily basis. 
 
A good WAES member recently raised that issue. He has a point. It is important to 
understand that one of the problems with the present school-funding system is its 
complexity. We need to find a simpler system. On the other hand, we do need to 
understand the terminology of school-funding if we are going to be effective advocates 
for change. 
 
The Department of Public Instruction (DPI at http://www.dpi.state.wi.us) has a great 
glossary of terms at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/sectj.html. If you can't find what you need there, 
send me your question and I'll get it solved. 

******* 
Help WAES correct e-mail update glitch 
 
Some of you receiving this e-mail update are frustrated by the way it arrives -- endlessly 
long lines that are patience-trying to read. Hopefully we can help each other out. 
 
As of now, only a handful of subscribers are suffering with this glitch. If you receive 
these endless lines, let me know and I will send you a text version that seems to take care 
of the problem. 
 
Also, if you know how to fix it, let me know at tbeebe@excellentschools.org. Thanks. 

******* 
Help us better serve you by letting us know when you change your e-mail address. 
In that way we can stop sending the update to the old one and switch over to the 
new address as soon as possible. 

http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/
http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/sectj.html
http://us.mc827.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tbeebe@wisconsinsfuture.org


 
`******* 

School-funding reform calendar 

• Sept. 1 -- School-funding reform discussion with Grassroots Citizens of 
Dodgeville, 7 p.m., Dodgeville Public Library (http://dodgevillelibrary.com/), 139 
South Iowa Street, Dodgeville. 

• Sept. 15 -- School-funding reform discussion with the Marathon County Retired 
Educators Association (http://www.wrea.net), 10 a.m. at the Rose Garden 
(http://www.therosegardenwausau.com/) in Wausau 
(http://www.ci.wausau.wi.us/) 

• Oct. 8 -- Community school-funding reform discussion in Hartford sponsored by 
the Hartford AAUW; more details as they become available 

• Oct. 13 -- Discussion of school-funding reform, sponsored by the Richland 
County Democratic Party, 7 p.m., in the large lecture hall of Richland Center 
High School (http://www.richland.k12.wi.us/HS/index.htm) 

******* 
Please feel free to share your copy of the WAES school-funding update with anyone 
interested in this important public policy issue. Contact Tom Beebe at 
tbeebe@excellentschools.org or 920-650-0525 for details. 
--  
Thomas S. Beebe, Outreach Specialist 
Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools 
315 Maple Street 
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 
 
Cell: 920-650-0525 
E-mail: tbeebe@excellentschools.org 
 
http://www.excellentschools.org 
 
 
"The moral test of a government is how it treats those who are at the 
dawn of life, the children; those who are in the twilight of life, the 
aged; and those who are in the shadow of life, the  sick, the needy, 
and the handicapped," -- Hubert Humphrey, 1976 

 

http://dodgevillelibrary.com/
http://www.wrea.net/
http://www.therosegardenwausau.com/
http://www.ci.wausau.wi.us/
http://www.richland.k12.wi.us/HS/index.htm
http://us.mc827.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tbeebe@wisconsinsfuture.org
http://us.mc827.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tbeebe@wisconsinsfuture.org
http://www.excellentschools.org/
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